
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PETA Investigation Verifies Edward & Sons'
Native Forest® and Let's Do Organic® Brands

of Organic Coconut Products Are 'Monkey Labor-Free'
CARPINTERIA, Calif. (Nov. 20, 2024) – After visiting and conducting an extensive audit of organic
food leader Edward & Sons Trading Company’s organic coconut supplier in Thailand, the animal
rights organization People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has officially verified that
the Native Forest® and Let's Do Organic® brands are “monkey labor-free following PETA
investigations."
"When we launched Native Forest Organic Coconut Milk in 2002
as the first certified organic coconut milk in North America, we
partnered with a Thai supplier committed to sustainable, monkey-
free harvesting practices. As a vegetarian company, we have
kept animal well-being at the heart of our values from the very
beginning," says Edward & Sons founder Joel Dee.

In October 2024, PETA issued an updated Shoppers Guide to
educate consumers about this important issue and to identify
brands that have been verified as monkey labor-free. Among a
small number of coconut milk brands that PETA’s investigations
identified as monkey labor-free are Edward & Sons’ Native
Forest® brand of organic coconut milk products, and its Let’s Do
Organic® line of organic coconut products.

“Our customers trust us to uphold the highest ethical standards,
and PETA’s verification is a testament to our commitment. By
offering monkey labor-free coconut products, we’re proud to
give consumers high-quality organic options that align with their
values," says Alison Cox, VP Sales & Marketing.

Soaring worldwide consumer demand for food products made from coconuts – including coconut
water, coconut milk and plant-based coconut yogurt, among others – led to focused attention on a
2022 PETA exposé about the shocking abuse of monkeys by some Thai farmers, who use
enslaved, forced monkey labor to harvest their coconuts. 

“Curious, highly intelligent monkeys are denied mental stimulation, companionship, freedom and
everything else that’s natural and important to them — all so they can be forced to pick coconuts.
By purchasing from brands that support monkey labor-free coconut-harvesting methods, you’ll be
helping to end the cruel practice of exploiting vulnerable monkeys while also sending a powerful
message to companies that make products from coconuts picked using abusive methods,” PETA
said in its updated Shoppers Guide. In addition to PETA’s monkey labor-free verification, Edward &
Sons’ supplier partner’s farm has also been inspected and certified “Monkey Free” by the Thai
Department of Labor under a program launched in 2023.



“Edward & Sons is dedicated to upholding our values by ensuring that all of our coconut products
are ethically produced using no monkey labor,” says President Russell Parker. “Further, we actively
support the Wildlife Friends Foundation of Thailand, providing care and shelter for monkeys affected
by this cruel practice. We encourage everyone to support a humane coconut supply chain that
respects animals and keeps the wild truly wild." 
Learn More

PETA Monkey Labor-Free Coconut Brands Shopper’s Guide
Edward & Sons’ Commitment to Monkey Free Labor / Message from Our Founder

About Edward & Sons®
Offering a unique portfolio of plant-based, natural, sustainable and organic grocery brands since 1978,
including Native Forest®, Edward & Sons®, Let’s Do Organic® and more, Edward & Sons Trading
Company, Inc. is known for its convenient and nourishing foods that support local economies and the
environment. An independently owned business based in Carpinteria, California, Edward & Sons is
committed to providing health-conscious consumers “Convenience Without Compromise®.” For more
information, visit www.EdwardandSons.com and follow on Facebook, TikTok and Instagram.
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